
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Vol. xxvii.] Accent of Enclitic Combinations in Greek. 73 



III. — On the Accent of Certain Enclitic Combinations in 

Greek. 

By Prof. FRANCIS G. ALLINSON, 

BROWN UNIVERSITY. 

Jacob Wackernagel, who has done so much for our 
knowledge of Greek accent, contributed in a Baseler Pro- 
gramm for 1893 certain "Beitrage zur Lehre vom Griechi- 
schen Akzent." While Hirt in his recent (1895) Handbuch 
des Indogermanischen Akzents accepts some of Wackerna- 
gel's contentions, he rejects his ingenious explanation of the 
retraction of the accent in eyatye, etc., and attempts to include 
this also under a new and, as it will perhaps seem to many, 
artificial formula which he uses to explain the shift of accent 
like that in y>r\Tr\p and fir)Tp6s. Hirt's formula (p. 32) is : 
" Ruht der Ton auf einer langen Ultima, so wird der Akzent 
zuriickgezogen," e.g. &vo<; as against Skr. vasnas. He therefore 
assumes that an original *eya> and *efioi were thus preserved 
in the case of the nom. and dat. of eycoye. Wackernagel's 
contention (Beitr. p. 20) was that the retracted accent of the 
stem e/x,o- is older than the oxytone e/td? ; that therefore efioiye 
is older than ifiol ; that eymye (although eyd> corresponded to 
Skr. aham, accent and all), developing on a combination later 
than efj.ot.ye, adapted its accent to the latter, while i/ieye is 
explained away by assuming its development from *fieye and 
a prothetic e. As Hirt (p. 33) remarks, this is ' schon ausge- 
dacht,' but is not convincing. But neither do I feel convinced 
of the value of Hirt's general formula, and consequently do 
not accept his incidental settlement of this point. The ex- 
planation previously (1891) suggested by me in a foot-note to 
p. 50, A. J. P. Vol. XII., is, I still think, as plausible as any. 
In arguing there against Professor B. I. Wheeler's brilliant 
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theory x of a ' Dactylic paroxytone law ' there is pointed out 
the behavior of the accent in active oxytone compounds with 
trochaic endings like Kvvriyws, fieKoiroifc, etc., and recessive 
compounds like amicfxovos, etc. Here we find that the alter- 
native is strict, either oxytone or proparoxytone — not even 
properispomenon is resorted to except in certain categories 
which doubtless have their own explanation. There was also 
drawn into connection with this the most striking deviation 
in Greek from the so-called 'Three Morae Law.' In such a 
sentence, for example, as 04 S' avOpayrroi ifATrtTrrovaiv e^coffev, 
there occurs in three of the five words this skipping of the 
long penult in violation of the 'three morae ' principle. What- 
ever may be the ultimate explanation of all these phenomena, 
it does not seem to me that we can as yet go back of a simple 
repugnance of the language to accenting the penult in words 
ending with this trochaic cadence. 2 
In the words in question we find : — 

iywyt, e/Aovye, l/wyc, */* £ y £ > 

that is, where the genitive already gave a properispomenon, 
no change was made ; but, as changing the nom. and dat. into 
properispomena was evidently out of the question, the accent 
was retracted and we find the familiar type of proparoxytone 
with trochaic cadence. The accusative ipeye, again, gave no 
difficulty ; the tribrach endings, as I have shown in the article 
cited, fare alike with the dactyls as far as paroxytonesis is 

*I venture still to call it a 'theory,' although Hirt, following Brugmann's 
weighty authority, speaks of it as ' eine Entdeckung.' But inasmuch as Hirt 
(p. 28) says that Wheeler has no phonetic explanation to offer further than ' die 
Neigung der Sprache . . . dem Hochton eine lange Silbe immer vorauszu- 
schicken,' it would seem safer, however enticing this law may appear, still to 
reserve final assent. I have shown (I.e.) that Brugmann's essentially modified 
statement (i.e. 'bloss an die Kiirze der vorletzten Silbe sich ankniipfend'; see 
Wheeler, p. 61, note) is consistent with facts about tribrach and other endings; 
these, on the other hand, so obstinately contradict Wheeler's ' Dactylic Law ' as 
to leave, in my judgment, the burden of proof still upon the shoulders of its 
adherents. 

2 Another explanation, which reduces the penult to one and one-half morae, 
is advanced by Hirt (p. 37), but not with any very great confidence. 
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concerned. The point in common is that they are both 
pyrrhics. 

Hirt assumes an *e<ya> and *ep,oi as preserved in the enclitic 
combination, and that iy<i> and ifiol were accented anew after 
the analogy of i/j-e. 

The lack of agreement between such types as Grk. etfio? 
and Skr. vedas (Bloomfield, A. J. P. IX. p. 25, which is quoted 
with approval by Hirt) shows, it might also be urged, how 
inexorable was the tendency to avoid paroxytonesis in tro- 
chaic endings, and this much is plain whether it be attrib- 
uted with Bloomfield to the recessive tendency or otherwise 
explained with Hirt. A propos of p>r)Tr)p — or Hirt's theo- 
retical */ir]T-qp — nyrpo? may be mentioned the curious accent 
of the compound Ay/irjTrjp, Atf(ir)Tpo$, where the accent refuses 
to remain oxytone or to follow the position of that of the 
nominative and to become properispomenon *A77/i»?iy>os in the 
genitive. 1 

Doubtless it would be more satisfactory if we could estab- 
lish a survival of a more ancient *ejco and *e/tot, than it is to 
fall back thus upon this unexplained tendency to favor a 
certain cadence. There are other trochaic combinations of 
enclitics, indeed, that apparently conquer this repugnance 
and show paroxytone accent, — /cairoi, tfroi, roiydproi, toIvvv, 
/caiirep, &<rirep, rfirep, wcttc, e'ide, and eire. These forms are 
difficult to explain. It may be claimed that the momentum 
of a common word like icai is such as to forbid the change of 
accent in the new and temporary combination with the en- 
clitic, and perhaps this is a sufficient explanation. In none 
of them, moreover, except roiydproi, would recession beyond 
the long penult be possible. It is a temptation, however, to 
try to explain some, at least, of these on other grounds. 

The recent — but now generally accepted — explanation of 
the accent of (properispomenon) oIkoi (nom.) as compared 
with (paroxytone) o'Ikoi (loc.) and with the long quantity of 
the ultima in the opt. mood, by calling in the undertone, 
drawled (schleifender) accent from the Lithuanian, suggests 

1 Bopp, Accentuationssystem, p. 20. 
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a possible explanation for the -toi form, and Wackernagel's 
new explanation of a neglected tradition of the Greek gram- 
marians would tempt one to explain in a similar way those 
compounded with -vvv and -irep, if the derivation and other 
considerations would permit. 

If oXkoi (loc), though scanned as a trochee, was accented 
as a spondee by virtue of the 'drawled' (schleifender) tone 
(cf. the perispomenon 'lo-dfiot), why may not tjtoi — certainly 
the accent predominating over tjtoi (cf. Wackernagel, p. 21) 
— have been at least reinforced for the same reason? It is, 
at least, remarkable that the circumflexed rj with -toi becomes 
paroxytone. The distinction made between rjToi and tjtoi by 
tradition is none too clear. Although -toi be identified with 
croi, it may nevertheless be entitled to a 'drawled' tone. 
Wackernagel (I.e. note to p. 20), in speaking of the circumflex 
on ol, says : " Im Grunde ist nicht sein (i.e. of ol) Zirkumflex, 
sondern der Akut der beiden anderen Formen (i.e. aoi, put) 
auffallig, da die Dativ-Locative auf -01 sonst zirkumflektiert 
werden." 

If this hypothesis were true for tjtoi, then for kciitoi and 
TOiydpTot also. In the latter, as has been said above, a pos- 
sible proparoxytonesis is avoided. 

For Toivw, KaiTrep, etc., an explanation might seem to be 
opened up by Wackernagel's theory to explain the accent of 
enclitic combinations like evdd ttotc. This double accent of 
ev8a, etc., is handed down by the grammarians (see Chandler, 
§ 965), although modern editors generally (but cf. Wheeler, 
p. 128) have ignored it. Wackernagel, appealing for a parallel 
to the 'Litauischer Zircumflex' where a circumflex is found 
with one foot, so to speak, resting on a vowel and the other 
on a following liquid or nasal, claims that combinations like 
evOd 7roTe, tpvXkd re, Xdjiire re, Odpcros fioi, really had a cir- 
cumflex on the first syllable, though it was graphically unpro- 
vided for in the Greek signs. If this were admitted as a work- 
ing principle on Greek ground, one might be tempted thus to 
explain the paroxytone Toivvy and even to extend it to Kaiirep, 
etc., were it not for the probable history of -irep as an enclitic 
form of I.E. peri. In addition to this objection Professor 
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Bloomfield would not, as I infer from an informal conver- 
sation, accept as proved on Greek ground this Baltic-Slavonic 
circumflex on a vowel + liquid or nasal, with which Wacker- 
nagel operates to explain &9d irore, etc. Hirt, however 
(p. 38), accepts Wackernagel's contention with enthusiasm, 
and not only says, " wir miissten eigentlich evSov re schreiben, 
wobei alles klar wird," but he actually finds it necessary to 
account for the properispomenon oikov co-existing with the 
'drawled' tone on the ultima, and he says (I.e.), "als notwen- 
dige Folgerung ist nun aufzustellen, dass die einfachen langen 
Vokale mit Stosston a, co fur den Akzent kurz waren, es 
miisste eben so gut %%>«, wie oikoi geschrieben werden." 
Certainly this is going still further than the suggestions here 
offered with all due hesitation. 

There would still remain ware, etre, eWe, and the strange 
vaiyi, etc., though oaure and eiVe may perhaps be sufficiently 
explained as composed of the union of proclitics and enclitics. 

One other contention made by Wackernagel in his Beitrage 
raises an objection that he does not seem to have noticed. 
He contends (Beitr. p. 21 ff.) that the Greeks really pro- 
nounced every accented ultima before an enclitic with the 
acute accent even where the circumflex was written : thus 
ayaOov two? was pronounced aya9ov wo?. This would avoid 
the violation of the 'three morae' law which occurs in aya0ov 
two?, where the circumflex really brings the accent four morae 
from the end of the combination. He says (p. 21) : "Da ein 
wirklicher Zirkumflex nicht zwei unbetonte Silben hinter sich 
haben kann, muss in solchen Fallen ein Akut gesprochen und 
der Zirkumflex bloss darum geschrieben worden sein, weil er 
der betr. Form auch sonst eigen war." But in the case of 
wvtivcov, even if one were to assume *&vrivwv for the pronun- 
ciation, we should still have an equally inadmissible pro- 
paroxytone with a long ultima. 

His statement of the accentuation of the last syllable 
before an enclitic must therefore be made more sweeping 
or this explanation must yield to another. 

Finally, — to return to the terminations with trochaic ca- 
dence, — Wackernagel's convincing application of the enclisis 
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of the finite verb, upon which is built up his whole theory of 
the ' recessive accent,' deals notably with a case of the skip- 
ping over the trochee. The whole paradigm of elfii exempli- 
fies it, and the forms <f>r)/t( and <f>r)ai — certainly the most 
prominent of that paradigm — are of the same measure : in 
their case it was oxytone 1 or nothing, unless under certain 
exceptional conditions. 

So, too, among the enclitic pronouns the only trochaic 
forms, <r<fxoe and a<f>a>(v, are oxytone when accented at all. 

1 Cf. eg. the anomalous rl (prjtd ; Soph. 0. T. 1471. 



